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The city of Houston recently celebrated the 
return of our beloved rodeo. We donned our 
denim, buckled up our best belts and boots to 
match, and tipped our hats to King George, 
the carnival, and many a mutton-bustin’ 
kiddo. And while we’ve bid “Happy Trails” to 
the rodeo until next year, don’t hang your hat 
just yet — The Roundup is coming! This June 
join us for a few days of fun and formation on 
campus, as we start a new summer tradition. 

The Roundup is an opportunity to circle 
our Cathedral wagons across generations to 

learn, love and celebrate with one another. 
During this year’s inaugural Roundup we are 
going back to the beginning! Cheryl Christie 
will be our guide as we “Walk Thru the Bible” 
in 5 lessons, learning the major events, geog-
raphy and people in the Old Testament in a 
way that will make it finally stick and make 
sense. Cheryl, a Houstonian, is an engaging 
friend and speaker, and she’s excited about 
the Old Testament. “Kids” ages 5-105 will 
learn together in Reynolds Hall. We’ll provide 
childcare, and a “crawl/run” through the Bible 

Born in 1842 in Glasgow, Scotland, 
George Matheson was twenty years old 
when he lost his eyesight. Around the 
same time, his relationship with his fiancé 

fell apart, and she broke 
off the engagement. 

Doubly heartbroken 
by the loss of his sight 
and the loss of his love, 
Matheson leaned on his 
sister, who served as his 
constant companion. 
Matheson overcame the 
eighteenth-century dif-
ficulties faced by a blind 

university student and successfully stud-
ied for the ordained ministry. He became 
an accomplished preacher.

When he was forty, Matheson’s sister 
left his household and married. The event 
left Matheson bereft of his best friend 
and companion and also reminded him 
of his own loss of love years before. In the 
throes of despondency, Matheson expe-
rienced an epiphany and composed the 
cherished hymn, “O love that will not let 
me go.” Of it, he said:

“I am quite sure that the whole work 
was completed in five minutes, and equal-
ly sure that it never received at my hands 
any retouching or correction…All the oth-
er verses I have ever written are manufac-
tured articles; this came like a dayspring 
from on high.”

The hymn speaks of love and light and 
joy that pursued Matheson even in the 
midst of his severest losses. 

O Love that wilt not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in Thee;
I give Thee back the life I owe,
That in Thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.
O Light that foll’west all my way,
I yield my flick’ring torch to Thee;

“O love that will 
not let me go”

THE VERY REV.  
BARKLEY 

THOMPSON
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WAYNE ASHLEY

Since his arrival in Texas in 2014, The Rev. Canon 
Simón Bautista Betances has been a cherished and 
charismatic presence at the Cathedral and within 
Houston’s faith community. This summer, Canon 
Bautista will depart on a sabbatical, as is afforded to 
clergy for purposes of rest, refreshment, and renewed 
vision for ministries. As Padre Simón shared, this 
sabbatical is overdue. 

“I originally planned to go on sabbatical during the 
summer of 2020,” Padre Simón says. “But as the reali-
ties of the pandemic became clear, I understood that 

Sabbatical a time of rest and reflection

The Roundup

THE ROUNDUP, page 7
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It is Tea Time for the St Theresa’s Short Story Book 
Group of Christ Church Cathedral.

This group has a strong tie to the past — the 1950s! 
Dean Richardson recognized that women didn’t have 
many ways to get to know other women who were 
members of Christ Church Cathedral. He set up 
women’s groups with different objectives. This group 
was to use short stories as a way to look at themselves 

and possibly the church. 
Canon John Logan was the 
clergyman — there were no 
women clergy at that time 
— assigned to the group.

St Theresa’s is finishing its 21-22 year and preparing 
for the fall. On Monday, May 16 at 2 p.m., we will dis-
cuss recommended books of short stories and decide 
what our book will be for next year.

Please join us for Tea on May 16, for a cuppa and 
conversation while making new friends or renewing 
COVID-interrupted ones with fellow parishioners 
from Christ Church Cathedral.

For more information contact Valerie Meisel at  
vhmtexas@gmail.com.

We celebrate with 
 E new members: Matt and Keisha Landry and 

their two daughters Portia and Ursula.
 E returning members: William “Will” 

Schexnayder.
 E Hally Carver and Tim Rice, who were 

married in the Cathedral on April 23. 

We extend heartfelt sympathy to
 E the family of Rosa de la Paz Navarro, who 

passed away on March 24. Rosa is mother to 
member Adora Galas Esparza.

 E the family of Hallie Smith, who passed away 
on March 25. Hallie is granddaughter to 
members Chick and Jerry Smith.

 E the family of member Peter Stephen 
Reinthaler, who passed away on March 28.

 E the family of Leon Payne, who passed away 
on March 30. Leon is brother to member 
Mimi Prioleau.

 E the family of David Winthrop Colton Jr., 
who passed away on March 29. David is 
father to member Darlene Carstarphen.

 The flowers on the Cathedral Altar
 E on May 1, are given to the glory of God 

in loving memory of their nephew, Tyler 
Bludau, by Shirley Bludau and Mike Grimes.

Our Cathedral Family

THE REV. BECKY ZARTMAN

I remember exactly where I was, and 
what I was doing, when I read Virginia 
Woolf ’s Mrs Dalloway. I didn’t quite un-
derstand what was happening at first, be-
cause it was clear that although Mrs Dal-
loway was about preparing for a party, this 
book was actually not at all about prepar-
ing for a party. Somehow, 
I was invited into a world 
of different perspectives, 
illuminations, and strik-
ing observations of hu-
man existence. I read the 
entire book in one sitting. 

I didn’t understand 
Woolf (or Mrs Dalloway, for that matter) 
but I knew that I loved her. She came at 
the truth sideways, which is perhaps the 
only way to tell these sort of truths (per-
haps this explains Jesus’ fondness for par-
able?) What I learned was to let myself be 
in each moment as Woolf presented it; and 
in doing that, I learned how to better let 
myself be in each moment of my own life. 
She gave me license to see, really see, right 
now, how the light drifts through the live 
oak, revealing the dust mites in the air, a 
moment in time. Woolf showed me that 
even when the right now is hard-edged, 
it is only the right now that holds wonder 
and joy.

So this summer, I am inviting you to 
your own summer, to your own life. To ex-
perience a book (one does not exactly read 
Virginia Woolf) as practice for experienc-
ing the wonder and joy of the present. Our 
theme is “Thought lingers, and love plays.” 
This is my hope for you, that you might 
linger with your thoughts, and experience 

the love in your life. 
I know this isn’t an easy book, and I 

know it generates deep and meaningful 
questions and discussion. So we’ve created 
a “you can do the thing!” Cathedral Reads 
this summer.

We will have two lectures with Emma 
Ridder, a twentieth-century literature 

scholar. Emma is pas-
sionate about helping 
non-academics interact 
with “challenging fic-
tions.” She will intro-
duce us to the modern-
ist movement, talking 
us through why these 

works are written as they are. For instance, 
if you’ve ever tried to read T.S. Eliot’s The 
Wasteland you were probably left disori-
ented … which means, that piece of art 
worked the way it was supposed to. Emma 
will orient us to To the Lighthouse so that 
we can be with the work fully. She will be 
with us on Zoom on June 12 at 2 p.m. and 
June 23 at 6:30 p.m.

We will be hosting online small groups, 
a weekly “Loose Canons” discussion, and 
of course Dean Thompson’s Cathedral 
Reads Dean’s Hour on August 7. One oth-
er thing worth noting – since the book 
is so experiential, we’ve planned a “Lily 
Briscoe Painting Party” at the Art Cellar 
in River Oaks. We will be painting a piece 
inspired by Woolf and To the Lighthouse. 
That event will be July 21 at 7 p.m.

I very much hope you can join me and 
others in talking about this extraordinary 
book. You can do the thing! We can do 
the thing! And more than that, we can ex-
perience the thing.

St Theresa’s Short Story 
Book Group

TEA WITH ST THERESA’S 
SHORT STORY BOOK GROUP

Monday, May 16

Woolf showed me that even when 
the right now is hard-edged, it 
is only the right now that holds 
wonder and joy.

Cathedral Reads: To the 
Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf

Cathedral

THOUGHT  
LINGERS,  

LOVE PLAYS
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In thinking about his upcoming Dean’s 
Hour series on the lives and legends of Celtic 
saints in Ireland and Britain, Dean Barkley 
Thompson says that if we try too much to 
separate fact from fiction, we might miss the 
bigger picture.

“There’s a Biblical scholar who uses the 
term ‘history mythologized,’ and I like that,” 
he says. “What’s great about the Celtic saints 
is that they were actual historical figures and 
they were pivotal in early medieval history 
and the Christian history of Ireland.”

Dean Thompson likens the mythology of 
the saints to Hollywood making a movie out 
of a real historical event.

“There is always something about the way 
the story is told on film that is larger than 
life,” he says. “Either the facts are embellished 
or maybe the musical score elevates the story 
in order to allow it to live beyond the events 
in a way that inspires the hearts and minds of 
later generations. The way the stories grew up 
around the Celtic saints is similar.”

While there might be a desire to pin down 
the facts surrounding the stories, the way 
that people often do with the Bible, Dean 

Thompson said that there’s a more 
gratifying way to explore them. 

“If we are tied up in the facts, we 
miss the meaning and we lose the 
truth,” he said. “The history as it is 
mythologized is conveying profound 
truths meant to inspire us. So that’s 
why it’s important today to remember 
the stories and study them.”

Take Saint Brigid for instance. 
“The historical Brigid may have 

been consecrated a bishop — in me-
dieval Catholic Ireland,” said Dean 
Thompson. “She certainly wielded 
the authority of a bishop. That’s amaz-
ing, but how do you convey that? One 
way is to tell stories that even the sun 
would obey her, that when her cloak needed 
drying, she laid it across a sunbeam and the 
sunbeam held it up like a clothesline.”

Or Saint Columba who was walking with his 
monks in Scotland at the edge of a loch around 
500 A.D. 

When a sea creature — Loch Ness Mon-
ster, anyone? — jumps out and grabs one of 
the monks in his mouth, Columba orders the 

monster to let the monk go. Lucky for the man, 
it does.

“In the ancient world, the sea and its crea-
tures were the primary symbols of chaos, 
and that’s true in Scripture too,” said Dean 
Thompson. “In the Columba story, the point 
being demonstrated is that a servant of Christ, 
the disciple of goodness and grace, can even 

Delving into the lives of the Celtic saints

I needed to be here to support the congregation. Because of my love 
for the Cathedral community, my plans had to change.” 

Padre Simón further explained that the work of ministry is con-
stant, and the needs for pastoral care only increase in times of un-
precedented challenge. After a delay, the time for his leave of ab-
sence has come. 

As for specific plans during his sabbatical, Simón stated that rest 
and family time will be his primary objectives. He plans to travel 
with his wife and children, and revisit some of the missions he 
served earlier in his career. 

On Palm Sunday, April 10, the Cathedral welcomed The Rev. 
Ben Long who is serving the Latino Ministry and leading the 1 p.m. 
service in Padre Simón’s absence. “I am excited to come to the Ca-
thedral and learn more about this special congregation” Reverend 
Long noted. He has been a priest for the past 13 years and spent 
part of his early years in Mexico and Brazil. 

Currently he is pursuing a PhD in Clinical Psychology; and, 
though the field may at first seem a departure from the ministry, 
he sees a clear connection. “My work in Clinical Psychology and 
Psychoanalysis has informed my ministerial duties, because many 
of the skills you develop with patients are the same ones utilized in 
pastoral care,” he said. A motorcycle enthusiast and film connois-
seur, Rev. Long and his wife currently reside in Austin. He will be at 
the Cathedral part of the week throughout the summer. 

Though Padre Simón will not be available by phone or email dur-
ing the sabbatical period of May 1 to August 1, congregants may 
contact Sylvia Castellanos, Assistant for Latino Ministries with any 
pastoral concerns. 

We wish Padre Simón a wonderful, restorative journey as he 
spends precious time with his family. 

Alleviating medical debt: Two councils 
join forces to multiply good

LINDA HINDS

The Mission Outreach Council and the Justice & Peace Council are 
excited to share news of their joint project to help alleviate medical 
debt. After researching medical debt and the crushing impact it has on 
so many throughout our country, especially here in Houston, the two 
councils decided to investigate ways in which they could play a part in 
tackling this overwhelming problem. That investigation revealed that 
an astounding number of Americans face staggering medical debt as 
a result of serious injury, illness or chronic disease. As  our neighbors  
seek essential medical care for themselves or family members, they fre-
quently incur bills that are beyond their ability to pay. For many, this 
is the first time in their lives that they have not been able to pay their 
debts, creating a cascading burden that impacts their ability to buy a car, 
find housing, and even meet their basic needs. 

The medical debt initiative cleaves to the vision action plan “Rooted 
in Christ/Built on Christ’s” focus of “Serving the World in God’s Name,” 
by engaging new outreach and justice work to embody the Gospel in 
the world.

As one way of addressing this problem, the Mission Outreach Coun-
cil and the Justice & Peace Council will be working with RIP Medical 
Debt, a national non-profit that buys and forgives the unpayable debt of 
our neighbors in need. Our goal is to raise $5,000, which RIP will use 
to purchase and extinguish approximately $500,000 of medical debt! 
We will collect funds at an in-gathering in July. If you would like to 
learn more about this exciting undertaking, please reach out to either 
Susan Reedy (Mission Outreach Council) at susan.reedy@comcast.net 
or Linda Hinds (Justice & Peace Council) at lindaahinds@gmail.com 
and watch for further announcements about our fundraising event. 

CELTIC SAINTS, page 5

SABBATICAL, from cover
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Easter Sunday, Palm Sunday, and more 

IN PICTURES Right: Parishioners gather in 
the Bishop’s Courtyard for the 

annual Easter hat photo.

Above: Youth prepare to participate in Palm Sunday services.
Right:Dean Barkley Thompson delivers the children’s sermon  

during the 9 a.m. service on Easter Sunday.

Above: Youth gather at the Retiro Espiritual de Cuaresma event  
April 9 in Reynolds Hall with Rvda. Luchy Littlejohn.
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command the chaos that would try to undo creation.”
Saint Columba is second only to Saint Patrick in power and in wisdom, 

and it is fortunate that a record of Columba’s life was written by Abbot 
Adomnán of Iona within 100 years of Columba’s death.

In the case of Saint Patrick, he speaks for himself. One of these writings 
is his confession, where Patrick tells the story of his life, and the other is a 
letter to a Scottish pagan warlord, Coroticus, who had kidnapped a group of 
young Christians.

“It is fascinating to have a record of this ancient figure from this remote 
part of the world,” Dean Thompson said. “Patrick lived in the 400s A.D.”

The series on the Celtic saints is a prelude to the Cathedral pilgrimage to 
Ireland that Dean Thompson is leading in June for 25 parishioners.

“It’s not technically connected to that pilgrimage but it is a nice prelude,” 
he said. Dean Thompson leads pilgrimages about every other year, to Ire-
land, Scotland, Northern England, or some combination of the three. He 
also offers teachings on some version of Celtic spirituality with some regu-
larity, as he believes in the things the Celtic tradition can still teach us.

“It is such a rich tradition,” he said. “There are certain emphases in Chris-
tianity that I think have been overemphasized, and the Celtic tradition pro-
vides some correctives to those.”

For instance, he says, throughout much of Christian history, the Earth, 
God’s Creation, which God said in Genesis 1 is good, hasn’t always been 
perceived that way. 

“Even in the old Cokesbury hymnals that I grew up with, the hymns are 
talking about this land is not our home and we’re just sojourners here on our 
way to Heaven,” he said. “That’s not Biblical. This is God’s good Creation and 
at the end of time when God redeems all things in Revelation, it is this earth 
that is renewed. The Celtic tradition doesn’t think of Creation as something 
to be discarded, but as something to be deeply and greatly and eternally 
honored.”

Dean Thompson also said that he thinks people are drawn to The Epis-
copal Church because of the Celtic elements that remained in the Anglican 
tradition after the Reformation.

“It allows The Episcopal Church to offer a different access point to think-
ing about God, and God’s relationship to the world,” he said. “The stories of 
the saints are a wonderful first window into the Celtic tradition.”

This two-part series will be held on May 8 and 15. 

CELTIC SAINTS, from page 3
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Senior Sunday
May 15; 9, 11 a.m., and 1 p.m. services. 
In honor of our high school seniors and 
their families, Christ Church Cathe-
dral will celebrate Senior Sunday. In 
our liturgy, both the seniors and their 
guardians will receive a prayer and a 
blessing. We will also host a reception 
for them in between the services. Please 
join us for this special Sunday, as we 
give thanks to our seniors and their 
families. 

CUSE Houston Mission, 
June 8-10; 8 a.m. The cost is $275 and the 
deadline is May 31
We believe it is essential for our stu-
dents to know mission work starts here 
in our community of Houston. Our 
annual Houston mission through the 
CUSE (Cathedral Urban Service Experi-
ence) program provides an opportunity 
to begin doing that work. It’s open to 
the current 5th grade through 12th-
grade youth. This is an excellent oppor-
tunity for our youth to get to know the 
city they live in, grow closer together as 
a community, and experience God in 
a new way by serving local non-profits 
like The Beacon and Interfaith Minis-
tries. Our CUSE Houston Mission is for 
current 5th-12th graders. It includes a 
trip to Schlitterbahn Water Park.

Youth Summer Shade, 
June 16 
Summer Shade returns on June 16 with 
a spectacular lineup! We will gather at 
6 p.m. for a movie night, activity night, 
or game night every Thursday. This 
year our lineup will even include a trip 
to watch the Astros! You can’t miss it! 
Summer Shade is for rising sixth grad-
ers through seniors who just graduated. 
Friends are welcome. This 
is an excellent oppor-
tunity to gather as 
a community 
for fellowship 
and fun! Stay 
tuned for 
the official 
release of 
the Summer 
Shade lineup 
coming soon! 

Upcoming Youth EventsDean’s Book Club selections
Join with other parishioners to experience the latest books selected for the Dean’s Book 

Club. A different book is discussed the first Wednesday of the month. Everyone is welcome 
to attend and join the discussion from 6:30-8 p.m. Please order books from the Cathedral 
Bookstore. Sessions will be in-person, with Zoom options available. Contact Dean Barkley 
Thompson at bthompson@christchurchcathedral.org to learn how to participate. The book 
club will not meet in July or August.

Wednesday, May 4
The Second Mountain, by David Brooks

In The Second Mountain, New York Times columnist and bestselling 
author David Brooks explores the four commitments that define a life 
of meaning and purpose: to a spouse and family, to a vocation, to a phi-
losophy or faith, and to a community. Our personal fulfillment depends 
on how well we choose and execute these commitments. Brooks looks at 
a range of people who have lived joyous, committed lives, and who have 
embraced the necessity and beauty of dependence. He gathers their wis-

dom on how to choose a partner, how to pick a vocation, how to live out a philosophy, and 
how we can begin to integrate our commitments into one overriding purpose. This book is 
meant to help us all lead more meaningful lives. But it’s also a provocative social commen-
tary. We live in a society, Brooks argues, that celebrates freedom, that tells us to be true to 
ourselves, at the expense of surrendering to a cause, rooting ourselves in a neighborhood, 
binding ourselves to others by social solidarity and love. We have taken individualism to the 
extreme—and in the process we have torn the social fabric in a thousand different ways. The 
path to repair is through making deeper commitments. (from the publisher)

Wednesday, June 1
Dispatches From Pluto, by Richard Grant

Richard Grant and his girlfriend were living in a shoebox apartment 
in New York City when they decided on a whim to buy an old plantation 
house in the Mississippi Delta. Dispatches from Pluto — winner of the 
Pat Conroy Southern Book Prize — is their journey of discovery into 
this strange and wonderful American place. Imagine A Year In Provence 
with alligators and assassins, or Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil 
with hunting scenes and swamp-to-table dining. Dispatches from Pluto 

is a book as unique as the Delta itself. It’s lively, entertaining, and funny, containing a travel 
writer’s flair for in-depth reporting alongside insightful reflections on poverty, community, 
and race. It’s also a love story, as the nomadic Grant learns to settle down. He falls not just for 
his girlfriend but for the beguiling place they now call home. Mississippi, Grant concludes, is 
the best-kept secret in America. (from the publisher)

Wednesday, September 7
Matrix, a novel by Lauren Graff

Cast out of the royal court by Eleanor of Aquitaine, deemed too coarse 
and rough-hewn for marriage or courtly life, seventeen-year-old Marie 
de France is sent to England to be the new prioress of an impoverished 
abbey, its nuns on the brink of starvation and beset by disease. At first 
taken aback by the severity of her new life, Marie finds focus and love 
in collective life with her singular and mercurial sisters. In this crucible, 
Marie steadily supplants her desire for family, for her homeland, for the 

passions of her youth with something new to her: devotion to her sisters, and a conviction in 
her own divine visions. Marie, born the last in a long line of women warriors and crusaders, 
is determined to chart a bold new course for the women she now leads and protects. But in 
a world that is shifting and corroding in frightening ways, one that can never reconcile itself 
with her existence, will the sheer force of Marie’s vision be bulwark enough? Equally alive 
to the sacred and the profane, Matrix gathers currents of violence, sensuality, and religious 
ecstasy in a mesmerizing portrait of consuming passion, aberrant faith, and a woman that 
history moves both through and around. (from the publisher)
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JUNE 12
Not Afraid of Virginia Woolf: 
Reading To the Lighthouse    
2 p.m. Sunday, at Zoom. 

MAY 15
Senior Sunday 
9, 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., Cathedral. A cel-
ebration of our youth who are graduat-
ing high school.

will be provided. We’ve designed the program to include our whole 
Cathedral family. Young and old, singles and families, grandkids and 
grandparents alike — everyone will have a foot stomping good time at 
The Roundup.

And if Cheryl doesn’t promise enough fun (not possible), come for 
the community. We will kick off the weekend with a nacho bar spon-
sored by the Community Life Council. Famed father and son musi-
cians Sam and Micah Hensley will lead music throughout the weekend, 
including a Friday evening Nightcap Concert in the Courtyard. Satur-
day boasts BBQ, Ice Cream Sundaes and a full day of programming for 
all generations. 

The 2022 Roundup will be held June 17-19 at the Cathedral. It will 
be open to all ages and completely free, including dinner on Friday and 
lunch on Saturday. Y’all come and join the fun. It just wouldn’t be the 
same without you. 

THE ROUNDUP, from cover

MAY

MAY 19

Amazing Women of Faith 
6:30 p.m., The Pearl, 1117 Prairie. A 
monthly, in-person gathering of women, 
where the stories and lives of Amazing 
Women are shared and discussed. 

MAY 26

Ascension Day Eucharist Service
12:05 p.m., Golding Chapel.

WEEKLY
SUNDAYS

Dean’s Hour   
10-11 a.m., Reynolds Hall, The Celtic 
Saints, May 8, 15.

Cathedral Tours 
Following the 11 a.m. service every Sunday 
and after the 9 a.m. service on the third 
Sunday of the Month (May 15) .

Latino Ministry Sunday School 
1:30-2:30pm., Jones-201, Jones-208.

Tea and Toast 
5:45–6:30 p.m. in the Bookstore and 
Latham Lobby. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Visit christchurchcathedral.org/events or call 713-222-2593 to learn more about these and other events at the Cathedral.

  Registration recommended   Registration required   Registration closed   Childcare available (3 mo. to 12 yrs.)  

CATHEDRAL READS 
THURSDAYS

To the Lighthouse with Loose Canons 
12:05-12:55, Sanders Hall, June 16, 23, 
30 and July 14, 21, 28.

To the Lighthouse Small Groups
Six week series starting the week of June 12.

TUESDAYS 

Tuesday Early Morning Men & Women’s 
Bible Study
7–8 a.m., Zoom. Led by Canon Vicar Kathy 
Pfister.

WEBS: Women’s Evening Bible Study
6:30–7:30 p.m., Zoom. Led by Canon 
Becky Zartman.

WEDNESDAYS

Men’s Morning Bible Study
7–8 a.m., Zoom. Hosted by Dean Barkley 
Thompson, the Men’s Bible Study gathers 
weekly to explore the scriptures. No prior 
Bible study is required for participants. 

Women’s Morning Bible Study
9:30–11 a.m., Jeffers/Zoom. Gather for 
sincere and truthful conversation on the 
scripture reading for the following Sunday.

20s & 30s Wednesday Nights   
7–8 p.m., Treehouse.

THURSDAYS

Thursday Lunchtime Men & Women’s 
Bible Study
Noon to 1 p.m., Jeffers/Zoom. Led by Canon 
Bradley Varnell.

UPCOMING
JUNE 8-10

CUSE Houston Mission  
8 a.m. in the Treehouse. 

JUNE 16
Youth Summer Shade 
Thursdays, 6 p.m. in the Treehouse

JUNE 23

“Little Daily Miracles:” Creativity and 
Modern Life
6:30 p.m., Thursday, Zoom, Registration 
Required 

AUG 7
All Cathedral Reads Conversation  
10 a.m., Reynolds Hall.

JULY 21
Lily Briscoe’s Painting Party
7 p.m. Art Cellar Houston, 1809 El-
dridge Pkwy #210 Registration Re-
quired Cost: $20/individual, scholar-
ships available.

MAY 4

The Dean’s Book Club    
6:30 p.m., McGehee Conference Room. 
The Second Mountain, by David Brooks.

MAY 6

Bridge Night and Rummikub
6:30 p.m. McGehee Conference Room.

MAY 8

Youth Confirmation 
9 a.m. and 1 p.m., Cathedral.

MAY 9

Community of Hope — Circle of Care 
6–8 p.m., Zoom. Second Monday of the 
month. 

MAY 12

Alzheimer & Dementia Support Group 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Zoom. Second Thurs-
day of the month.

MAY 14

Threads of Comfort and Joy 
10–11 a.m. Mellinger. A gathering for those 
who love to knit and crochet. 

MAY 1
May Fete   
Beginning at 10 a.m., (in-person, 10 
a.m. service will also be online).

JUNE 17-19

The Roundup: Walk Thru the Bible — 
Old Testament  
The Roundup 2022 is an opportunity to 
gather together as a church family during 
the summer for a time of fellowship, in-
tergenerational learning, and fun! We will 
be learning with Walk Thru the Bible: Old 
Testament!
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My heart restores its borrowed ray,
That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be.
O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to Thee;
I trace the rainbow thru the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.
O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from Thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.
What could bring greater joy than the realization the 

God pursues us, that in love God seeks us out in our dark-
est places?

Whenever I experience the burdens of life and minis-
try threatening to overwhelm me, I listen to this hymn. 
It reminds me of the love that will not let me go, of the 
light that brings flickering torch of my soul to flame again, 
of the joy that seeks me through any pain, and the of the 
very lengths God is willing to go—even to the Cross—to 
redeem me.

You can hear a wonderful, contemporary arrangement 
of the hymn on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KS3o_160OhE. Give it a listen. Know that the 
God of love pursues you, and feel your heart restored.

May 26, 
Ascension Day 
Eucharist
The Feast of the Ascension of Jesus 
Christ, also called Ascension Day, 
Ascension Thursday, or some times 
Holy Thursday, commemorates 
the bodily Ascension of Jesus into 
heaven. The occasion on which the 
risen Christ is taken into heaven 
after appearing to his followers 
for forty days (Acts 1:1-11, Mark 
16:19). 
The Ascension marks the 
conclusion of Jesus’ post-
resurrection appearances. It is 
the final elevation of his human 
nature to divine glory and the near 
presence of God. It is affirmed by 
the Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds. 
It is celebrated on Ascension Day, 
the Thursday that is the fortieth 
day of the Easter season. It is a 
principal feast of the church year 
in the Episcopal Church.
Please join us for a 12:05 p.m. 
Eucharist service on Ascension 
Day, May 26, in Golding Chapel. 
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